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Sermon Study on Mark 10, 46—52. 


(Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. — New Series.) 


This text teaches a number of lessons. The chief lesson is to 
declare that Jesus is the Son of God and the Savior of the world. 
Other lessons taught in the text or suggested by it are the following: 
the nature of true faith, the great Helper in the days of trouble, bodily 
affliction and its purpose, the divine purpose of miracles, the Chris- 
tian’s attitude towards such as are in need of help. 

V.46: “And they came to Jericho.” Jesus went from place to 
place, preaching the Word and revealing Himself as the Savior of 
men. Our life should be spent in the service of the Master. We 
should seek opportunities to be witnesses unto Him. It is He 
who says to us: “Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature.” — “In the time of our Lord, Jericho was one of 
the most important cities, next to Jerusalem. It is now known by 
the name of Richa or Ericha and is almost deserted.... It is now 
one of the most filthy and neglected places in Palestine.” — On His 
way out of Jericho the Lord Jesus met blind Bartimaeus, who sat 
by the wayside begging. Whence his blindness? God created man 
with a perfect body. Disease and bodily affliction are the result of 
man’s sinfulness; but a bodily affliction does not necessarily mean 
that the man thus afflicted is a sinner above others. When at another 
time Jesus “saw a man who was blind from his birth,” His disciples 
asked Him, saying, “Master, who hath sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither hath 
this man sinned nor his parents.” John 9,1—8; ep. Job 2,7. Bodily 
affliction and even death, however, may be, and often are, the direct 
result of some personal misdeed or wickedness. 2 Chron. 21, 12—19; 
Acts 12,23: Abusing the body or the mind will bring on physical 
ills, digestive troubles, loss of vitality, mental weakness, even 
insanity. We must, however, be careful lest we misjudge another. 

V.47. Jesus was passing by. Jesus is even now passing by; 
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for He, as the Savior, is present wherever His Word is preached. 
When blind Bartimaeus heard that a large number of people were 
passing by, he no doubt inquired who they were and what they 
were doing. He was informed that Jesus of Nazareth was pass- 
ing by. Nazareth was the place where Jesus spent the greater part 
of His life prior to His public ministry. The petition of Bartimaeus 
gives evidence that he had a knowledge of Jesus, and that he knew 
and believed that Jesus is the promised Savior. He addressed Him 
as the Son of David, the promised Messiah, and asked Him to have 
mercy upon him. Cf. 2 Sam. 7,12.13; Jer. 23,5.6; Is.11,1; Acts 
13,23; Luke 1, 31—83. 

V.48: “Many charged him that he should hold his peace.” It 
‘seems strange that when a poor man cries for help, he is told to be 
silent. Some rebuked him, “out of reverence and regard for Christ, 
who might at that moment, perhaps, have been preaching to the 
people and so might be disturbed by the blind man’s loud and noisy 
appeal.” Others perhaps rebuked him because they did not under- 
stand what it means when a poor soul cries to Jesus for help. To 
many, such things as disease, blindness, and the like, are simply 
misfortunes which one must endure; they do not understand that 
such things are the result of man’s sinfulness, that they should 
remind him of it and prompt him to seek help from the Lord. It 
may have been that even some of the disciples who were in the crowd 
were among those who rebuked the blind man. The disciples, we are 
told in the same chapter from which the text is taken, rebuked those 
that brought young children to Jesus. V.13. A similar spirit was 
shown by them over against the woman of Canaan. Matt. 15, 23. 
Christians are often too self-centered and are insensitive to the 
needs of others, and they fail to give ear to the longings of a soul 
that is in need of help. — The blind man could not be silenced. He 
was in good earnest and “cried the more a great deal, Thou Son of 
David, have mercy on me.” That is a real essential feature of 
faith: persistency. Such faith was shown by the woman of Canaan. 
Matt. 15, 22—28. Such faith the Lord calls great faith and de- 
lights in it. 

V.49. The crowd would have passed by the blind man, but 
“Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.” So even now 
we may be inclined to pass by such to whom Jesus would extend His 
help. As we are passing through this world, there are, everywhere 
by the wayside, many souls who need that help which alone Jesus can 
give. — When the people saw that Jesus did not ignore the blind 
man, their sympathy, too, was aroused. They now said to him 
(perhaps the very ones who before had tried to silence him), “Be of 
~ good comfort, rise; He calleth thee.” 

V.50. The blind man was much encouraged in his faith when 
he heard that Jesus was calling him. He quickly cast away his 
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loose outer robe, so that it would not hinder him in going quickly 
to Jesus. 

V.51. Jesus knew what the blind man’s request was, but He 
desired to hear a confession from him and to test his faith. He 
therefore put the direct question to him, “What wilt thou that 
I should do unto thee? “Lord,” said the blind man, “that I might 
receive my sight.” The Lord loves such frankness on the part of 
believers. 

V.52: “Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made 
thee whole.” The blind man was not disappointed; “immediately 
he received his sight.” The prayer of faith is always heard. — But 
what comfort shall we give to those who ery in their troubles and 
apparently are not heard? They ask the Lord to take away from 
them some affliction, but the affliction continues. Such an experience 
Paul had. Paul had “a thorn in the flesh,” likely some bodily 
infirmity. 2 Cor. 12, 7—10. “For this thing,” says Paul, “I besought 
the Lord thrice that it might depart from me.” The Lord did not 
take away the afiliction, but answered Paul: “My grace is sufficient 
for thee; for My strength is made perfect in weakness.” The Lord 
continued Paul’s affliction in order to keep him humble and to keep 
him close to his God. Paul was to have his faith exercised and 
thereby strengthened. Paul well understood and submitted to the 
Lord’s will. He himself tells us that the Lord had sent the affliction 
in order that he should not be exalted above measure. V.7. When 
Paul noticed that the Lord continued the affliction, Paul said: “Most 
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infir- 
mities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses, 
for Christ’s sake; for when I am weak, then am I strong.” Vv. 9.10. 
The Lord gives to every one of His children that treatment which 
a child of God needs. Paul’s prayer was heard, but not in Paul’s 
way; the Lord heard it in His own way. John says: “This is the 
confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask anything according 
to His will, He heareth us.” 1 John 5,14. A Christian never dictates 
to his Lord. When he asks for such things as are not necessary for 
his salvation, he always says, “Thy will be done.” Matt. 8,2.— As 
soon as the blind man had received his sight, he followed Jesus. 
Thereby he showed his appreciation and his love of Christ. Christians 
do not follow those who sin, but they follow Jesus; they do not 
delight to walk in the ways of wickedness, but in the ways of God; 
they are not ashamed to confess their Savior, but they glory in 
being His disciples. 

When healing the blind man, Jesus performed one of His many 
miracles. His miracles were His divine credentials; they proved 
His deity and His Messiahship. Modern as well as ancient unbe- 
lief —as to their essence they are both the same—denies the 
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possibility of miracles. That need not surprise us. There are 
“unreasonable and wicked men, for all men have not faith.” 2 Thess. 
3,2. The Spirit of God works faith through the power of His Word. 
Those who will not submit to the Word of God and to the power of 
God’s Spirit cannot enjoy the blessed experience of the Christian. 

Does Jesus still perform miracles? Most certainly. Nowhere 
does the Bible say that He does not; but nowhere does the Bible 
say that He would continue to perform miracles in the same measure 
that He did in His own day and in that of the apostles. At that 
time, miracles were performed, not for the sake of display, but to 
prove that the Christian religion is divine. This purpose has been 
realized. All the evidence is now in, and miracles are no longer 
needed for the purpose of adding more evidence. Any one who will 
not now believe would not believe even if miracles were performed. 
The rich man, we are told, asked that a miracle be performed, namely, 
that Lazarus be raised from the dead and sent to his five brothers; 
but he was told, “They have Moses and the prophets, let them hear 
them.” The rich man did not think this sufficient, and therefore he 
said: “If one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.” 
The rich man thought that a miracle would save his brothers from 
also being cast into hell. He, however, received this answer: “If they 
hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead.” Luke 16, 27—31. 

There are those in our day who claim to have the power of 
performing miracles. That need not surprise us. Jesus foretold this. 
He said: “There shall arise false Christs and false prophets and 
shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch that, if it were pos- 
sible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you 
before.” Matt. 24, 24.25. Jesus here tells us that false Christs and 
false prophets would come and perform “miracles.” Whether or not 
a man is performing miracles by the power of God, as the apostles 
did, must be determined by the doctrine which he preaches. Such 
as proclaim false doctrine are false prophets, and to false prophets 
God does not give the power to perform miracles in His name. 
Such false prophets are often more dangerous than others, and we 
should shun them as the devil himself. 


We shall add a few outlines, showing how the text may be 
treated : — 

Jesus is the true God and the world’s Savior. This He proved 
1. by His miracles, 2. by showing mercy. 

The nature of true faith. 1. It relies not upon man’s merit, but 
upon the mercy of God. 2. It is not discouraged, but persistently 
trusts in God’s willingness and power to help. 3. It prompts one to 
follow Jesus. 
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The source and purpose of bodily affliction. 1. Its source. (All 
bodily affliction is the result of man’s sinfulness. It may be, and 
often is, the result of a certain personal misdeed, but not neces- 
sarily so.) 2. Its purpose. (All bodily afflictions should remind man 
of his sinful state and direct him to the Savior.) 

Christ is our only true Helper in all need. 1. He has freed us 
from the curse of sin. 2. He helps us in all our infirmities. 

The divine purpose of miracles. 1. To prove the deity and 
Messiahship of Christ. 2. To establish the Christian religion. 

The attitude of Christians toward those who seek help from 
Christ. 1. Those whom Christ would help Christians should not 
pass by. 2. Christians should rejoice when others also find their 
Savior. Jia @ ake 


Leichenrede über Bj. 119, 76. 


Tiefgebeugt und fchmerzerfüllt find wir heute um diefen bor uns 
ftehenden Sarg verfammelt, der die irdiihe Hülle unjer3 lieben Stadt- 
miffionar3, P. Auguft Schlechtes, birgt. Vielen, vielen hat der Tod 
einen treuen Freund und Ratgeber genommen, und e3 feheint ung, als 
ob e3 unmöglich wäre, diefen Freund verloren gu haben... .. Unfere 
Stadtmiffionsgejelligaft hat ihren langjährigen treuen Miffionar her- 
geben miijfen, der mit den ihm bon Gott verliehenen Gaben in großem 
Segen in der Arbeit gejtanden und — wir fönnen und wollen eS zur 
Ehre Gottes bezeugen — Großes in diefem Werk ausgerichtet hat. . . 
Shr Tieben Angehörigen aber habt am meiften durch feinen Tod ein- 
gebüßt, das fühlen wir alle mit euch: einen treuen Gatten, einen Tieb- 
reihen Vater, einen lieben Bruder. 

Wohin wollen mir mun gehen in unferer gemeinfamen Trauer, um 
getröjtet und aufgerichtet zu werden? Ich meik, daß ich im Sinne 
unjer3 beremwigten Freundes, unfer3 gemwejenen Stadtmifjionars, eures 
geliebten Gatten, Vater3 und Bruders, rede, wenn ich euch dahin weite, 
twohin er in feiner langen Amtszeit viele arme Sünder in ihrer Not 
getwiefen, viele Trauernde zur Erlangung wahren Troftes geführt, viele 
Sterbende auf ihre lebte Reife vorbereitet hat, wohin auch er in feiner 
Leidens- und Sterbensnot feine Bufludt nahm: auf die Gnade unfers 
Gottes. Dahin mweift uns auch unfer Lert. 


Die Gnade Gottes in Chrifto JEju der einzige Croft 
star Sterdende, 2. für Leidtragende. 


1, 


Wer braucdht Gnade? Der Giinder.. Nicht bloß der, welcher in 
grobe Sünden gefallen ijt, fondern auch der, welchen die Gnade davor 
bewahrt hat. Seder Menfch braudt Gnade; „denn twir find allgumal 
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Sünder und mangeln de3 Ruhms, den wir an Gott haben follten“. 
Und weil alle Menfchen gefündigt haben, ijt der Tod zu allen Menjchen 
Durchgedrungen. 

Der Entfchlafene hatte vor Menfden einen unbefcholtenen Ruhm, 
ein rühmliches Zeugnis. War er damit aber auch untadelig vor Gott? 
Das fet fernel Gr var ein armer Sünder. Das erfannte er, pie er 
mir das oft und auch während der Krankheit befannte: Sch bin ein 
armer Sünder, und meine Bitte ift: , Gott, fet mir Sünder gnädig!“... 
Das ijt rechter Chriftenfinn. Chriften find demütig; in ernitlicher 
Selbjtpriifung haben fie ihre Sündennot erfennen gelernt. Darum 
fprecjen fie mit dem Pfalmiften: „Deine Gnade miiffe mein Trojt fein.” 

Diefe Gnade ijt uns in Chrifto aufgetan. Denn er ift der, der 
uns mit Gott verfühnet, der das Gefeb vollfommen für uns erfüllt und 
für ung Sünder al8 das heilige Gotteslamm gelitten hat, damit die 
etvige göttliche Liebe fic) in vollen Strömen über die Sünder ergießen 
fann. Davon meisjagt vor der Exrfdeinung fdon der Pjalmift: „Ich 
will fingen von der Gnade des HSErrn — eine ewige Gnade wird auf- 
gehen.“ Und nach der Erjcheinung fpricgt Johannes: „Die Gnade und 
Wahrheit ijt durh SEfum Chriftum geworden.” 

Seht da den freioffenen Born wider die Sünde und Unreinigfeit, 
die offene Tür zu den hHimmlifhen Gütern, dur) die wir ein und aus 
gehen und Weide finden, den offenen Weg zum Vater, zum Vaterhergzen 
und ins BVaterhaus. Durch Chrijtum haben wir einen freien Zugang 
im Glauben zu diefer Gnade, darin wir ftehen, und rühmen uns der 
Hoffnung der zufünftigen Herrlichkeit, die Gott geben foll. 

Troftvoll, unaussprechlich Herrlich ijt e3, feinen fdeidenden Geijt in 
Diefe Gnade zu befehlen. 

Gemwiß, das Sterben hat feine Bitterfeit, feine Schauern. Die 
Todesitraße tft ode und dilfter, und die Ctwigfeit ift fo groß und ernit. 
Wahrlich, wir brauchen einen ftarfen, mächtigen Troft, der uns den Tod 
überwinden hilft. Diefer aber ijt in dem Worte bejchlofien: „Deine 
Gnade müfje mein Trojt fein“, oder vie der Apoftel Petrus e3 auf dem 
Wpoftelfongil zu Serufalem auspdriicte: „Wir glauben durch die Gnade 
des HErrn YEfu Chrijti feliq zu werden.“ 

Wer dtefes Wort des Pjalmiften und des Wpoftels tief ins Herz 
genommen und zu feinem eigenen gemacht hat, der fann fterbend 
fpredhen: Sch gehe in das finftere Todestal, aber nicht allein; der Engel 
des HErrn leuchtet mir bor. Ich nahe jebt dem Ridterthron, aber e3 
ift ein Gnadenthron; mein Erlofer, mein JEfus, fibt darauf; wer an 
ihn glaubt, der wird nicht gerichtet. Ach verlaffe nun das zeitliche Leben, 
gelange aber zum wahren, unvergänglichen Leben. Mein Heiland gibt 


mir das eivige Leben. ch fcheide von meinen Lieben und Freunden, - 


aber ich fomme jeßt zu meinem bimmlifchen Vater, zu meinem freund- 
lichen Heiland, zu allen Engeln und Geligen. Mein Auge bricht jest 
im Tode, aber ich gehe an einen Ort, wo der HErr mein etwiged Licht 
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fein wird und die Tage meines Leidens ein Ende haben. Ich finfe in 
die falten Todesarme, aber ich lege mich in meines Heilandes Gnadenz 
arme; die find warm. ch befehle meinen Geift in deine Hände; du 
haft mich erlöft, HErr, du getreuer Gott! 

© wie troftboll, wie herrlich ijt e3 doch, fo zu fterben! Wohl dem 
Entichlafenen, daß er diefen teuermwerten Chriftenglauben nicht nur 
fannte, fondern auch al3 feinen Glauben befannte, fo dak mir guber- 
fichtlich hoffen dürfen, daß er, der Gnade Gottes in Chrifto fich tröftend, 
felig entjchlafen und nun felig ijt dort, wohin er dur) die Gnade ge= 
langt ift. 

Was meint ihr, wenn er uns in unferer Trauer über fein Hinz 
jcheiden fehen und noch einmal mit ung reden fönnte, wohin wiirde er 
uns wohl weifen, Troft zu fuchen in unferm Leid: euch, feine Ange- 
börigen, ung, feine Freunde? Wohin anders als dorthin, wo er Troft 
gefunden hat in feiner Giindenz, Leiden3- und Sterbensnot — zur 
Gnade Gottes in Ehrifto FCfu. 

2. 


Sa, darin haben auch wir als Leidtragende den rechten Troft. 

Wir willen, ihr lieben Angehörigen, dak diefer Todesfall euch in 
große Betrübnis verjebt hat; mir fühlen mit euch und nehmen nahen 
Anteil an eurem Leid. Was ihr durch den Tod verloren habt, wipt ihr 
beijer, als ich e3 euch fagen fann. Shr wipt aber aud, ver e3 getan 
bat: euer Gott; und er fagt eu nun: „Meine Gnade foll euer 
Trojt jein.“ 

Sch, euer Gott und Vater, habe euch nach meiner Weisheit etwas 
genommen, aber eins bleibt euch: meine Gnade; die foll nicht bon euch 
weihen. Lat euch an meiner Gnade genügen; diefer tröftet euch. 
Mein Gnadenherz ijt euch zugetan und allezeit offen. Mein Gnaden= 
obr ift euch zugewandt; laßt getrojt eure Bitte im Gebet vor Gott fund 
werden. Mein Gnadenauge wacht über euch, das fchläft und fchlume- 
mert nie. Meine Gnadenarme fchiiben euch; niemand fann euch ans 
tajten. Meine Gnadenhande leiten euch, und immer den rechten Weg. 
Mein Gnadentwort leitet euch in der Ounfelheit der Trübjal als ein 
List. Ich Halte euch in meiner Gnadenfiihrung, und wie ich euren 
Tieben Entfchlafenen in meiner Gnade durch Leiden zur Freude ge= 
führt habe, fo mache ich’S auch mit euch. Bertraut euch nur meiner 
Gnade an; ich werde es wohl machen. 

Shr lieben Glieder der Kommiffion für Stadtmiffion, ich meiß, 
welch fchivere Sorgen in diefem Augenbli auf euren Herzen laften, da 
unfer lieber, un3 unentbehrlich jcheinender Stadtmiffionar bon uns ge= 
nommen ijt. Aber getrojt! Werft die Sorge auf den, deffen Gnaden- 
toerf wir in der Stadtmiffion treiben. Er weiß Rat und hat Erjab. 

Er hat noch niemal3 was verjehn 
In jeinem Regiment; - 

Nein, was er tut und läßt gefchehn, 
Das nimmt ein gutes End’. 


892 _ Dispofitionen über die epiftolifche Perifopenreihe der Syn.-Konf. 


Und ung, teure Amt3brüder, fet jest und allegeit die Gnade Gottes 
in Chrifto JCfu unfer Troft in aller Amtönot, Leidensnot und Gter- 
bensnot. Bon Gottes Gnaden find wir, was wir find, nämlich Boten 
der Gnade. Das lakt uns allezeit erfennen, das wird uns fein demütig 
erhalten. Go werden mir mit denen, die mit un3 die Gnade ergreifen, 
rühmen: 

Mir ift Erbarmung widerfahren, 
Erbarmung, deren ich nicht wert; 
Das zähl’ ich zu dem Wunderbaren, 
Mein ftolzes Herz hat’S nicht begehrt. 
Drum weiß ich dies und bin erfreut 
Und rühme die Barmherzigkeit. 


Amen. MN. 


Dispofitionen über die neue epiftolifche Perifopenreihe der 
Synodalfonferenz. 


Einundzwanzigfter Sonntag nad) Trinitatis. 
Rom. 14, 4—12. 


&3 gibt viele Dinge, die Gott weder geboten nod verboten hat. 
Er hat fie in feiner Weisheit der chrijtlidjen Freiheit überlaffen. Daß 
e3 folde Dinge gibt und immer geben wird, das haben fon unfere 
Vater erfannt und in den Befenntniffen der Kirche die Richtlinien fain 
und flar angegeben; vgl. Konfordienformel, Art.2, Solida Declaratio. 
Müller, ©. 698. 

Bon folden Saden, nämlich bom Halten befonderer Tage, Fleifch- 
efjen, Weintrinfen, handelt auch der Apoftel in unferm Tert. 


Wie verhält fic) der Chrift in Mitteldingen? 
1. Er ift riidfimtsvo0ll gegen feinen Mitbruder. 
2. Er ift ehrfurhtspoll gegen feinen OErrn. 


1. 


Der Chrift ijt rüdfichtspoll gegen feinen Mitbruder. Won foldhen 
redet der Apojtel gunadhft im Lert. Schon die Tatfache, dak e3 eben 
fein Bruder ijt, foll ihm gu denfen geben. Aber twie oft wird das ver- 
geffen! Man redet und handelt, als ob man niemand irgendeine Rüd- 
ficht fchuldig wäre. Das ift verfehrt. Und St. Paulus nennt einige 
Gründe. 

a. Weil der Bruder der Knecht feines OErrn ift, VB. 4. Dem 
HErrn ijt er Verantivortung fchuldig, nicht dir. Dies tft ein Wort für 
die Schivachen, die geneigt find, etivas als Sünde angufehen, was nicht 
Sünde ijt. Was Sünde fei, das hat Gott ung far gejäjildert in der 
Schrift; geht einer darüber hinaus, fo wirft er fich gum Richter auf. 
Das ijt nicht recht. 
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b. Weil wir fein Recht haben, die Chrlichfeit unfers Bruders, der 
feiner Sache gewiß ift, anzugmweifeln, 3.5: „Ein jeglicher“ ufv. Man 
ftimmt vielleicht nicht mit dem Bruder, 3.8. in der Frage, ob die Wnti- 
phonen gefungen oder gefproden werden folle. Wher man ziehe nicht 
feine Redlidfeit in Ziveifel. 

e. Weil des Bruders GHandlungsiweife feine Weife, Gott zu dienen, 
ijt, 8.6. Wer jcehreibt uns vor, mie Gott fich dienen laffen mill? 
Sicherlih nur Gott. Wie darf ich es da wagen, den Bruder zu friti- 
fieren, wenn er ettvas tut, was Gott freigelajfen hat! 

d. Schließlich find doch alle Chrijten darin einander gleich, daß fie 
des HErrn Ehre fjuchen, BV. 7. 8. Was jchadet e3 da, wenn fie in 
Mitteldingen verfdiedene Wege gehen! 

Anwendung. Die Meinung Hes Wpoftels ift Har genug, und 
die Anivendung aufs Leben der Chriften unferer Beit ijt auch leicht zu 
finden. Man bedenfe nur immer Luthers Verhalten gegen folde 
Sdhiwade im Glauben und dann auch feine Feitigfeit in folden Sadıen, 


_ Die andere ifm ungewiß machen wollten. Wie zart verfuhr er feinergeit 


gegen die Leute, die Durch die Bilderftiirmer geärgert wurden! Anderer- 
feit3, wie faft rüdfichtslos ging er mit denen um, die die Leute fo ge= 
ärgert hatten! Wie notiwendig ift daS gerade auch zu unferer Beit! 
Rom und die Seften verivirren die Gemifjen, indem fie erlaubte Dinge 
alg fündlich Hinjtellen. Während wir ihre Stellung verwerfen, wollen 
tir andererjeit3 aber auch das zarte Gelwifjen des Nachiten refpeftieren 
und nicht in {chroffer Weife ihn unnötig in Not bringen. 


2. 

Der Chrift ijt ehrfurchtsvoll gegen feinen HErrn. NRüdficht gegen 
den Bruder und Ehrfurcht gegen den OErrn find eng miteinander ver- 
fnüpft. Dod fommt der Apoftel noch einmal befonders auf lebtere3 zu 
fprechen. 

a. Ghrfurdtsvoll ijt der Chrift, weil SECfus durch Leiden und Ster- 
ben ihn zum Eigentum erfauft hat, B.9. Diefe fehuldige Ehrfurcht ver 
bietet ganz bon felber das Richten; denn das mare eine unerhörte Anz 
maßung. Unfer Heiland hat ein Anrecht auf unjern und des Nächiten 
Dienst; warum will ich ihm dann vorfchreiben, was dem HErrn gefällt, 
wenn der HErr eS felber bejtimmt hat? 

b. hrfurchtsvoll ijt der Chrijt, indem er bedenkt, daß das Richten 
de3 Bruders dem HExrrn zufommt, 8.10. Wer noch richten und ber-z 
achten fann, obwohl er das weiß, der ehrt feinen Herrn gewiß nicht. 

e. Ehrfurchtsvoll ijt der Ehrift, indem er an das Gericht dentt, 
3. 10b—12. Gin jeglicher wird für fich felbjt Rechenfdhaft geben 
müffen. Paulus will jagen: Das Gericht fommt fon. Ihr braucht 
e3 nicht herbeizuführen. Nichtet darum nicht ohne Urfachel 

Schluß. Möge denn auch die Ehrfurcht gegen unfern erhabenen 
H6ren uns davon abhalten, in Mitteldingen einen Weg einzujchlagen, 
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der berfehrt ift, nämlich folde, die nicht mit ung ftimmen, für Undriften 
zu halten! Möge folde Ehrfurcht uns in der Demut bewahren, die fic 
gerne unterordnet, und in der Liebe, die alles glaubt, alles hofft, 
alles duldet! 4. Sal. 


Dreiundzwanzigfter Sonntag nad) Trinitatis. 
Wp o ft. 20, 26—82. 


&3 tft eine feierliche Stunde, wenn fterbende Eltern Abjchiedsmorte 
an ihre Kinder riten. Am innerften Herzen erregt und beiegt, 
tränenden Auges, laufen die Kinder den Ermahnungs- und Gegens- 
toorten. Diefe Worte brennen fic) unvergeklih in ihre Herzen. Mit 
Net. Die Heilige Schrift weiß auch von fold feierliden Abfchieds- 
reden zu beridten. Denken wir an Safobs Abjchied, 1Mof. 48.49; 
an Mofis Abjehiedsrede an fein Volk; an Elias’ Abfdied von Clija; 
ganz befonders aber an unfer3 HErrn große, hergbetwegende UWbjchieds- 
rede bor feinem Leiden und Sterben, oh. 14—16. Herzbeiweglih ijt 
auch meistens die Abfchiedspredigt eines treuen, langjährigen PBaltor3 
an feine Gemeinde. Ein rechtes Mufter einer folchen finden mir in 
unferm heutigen ert, namlid: 


Die hergbeweglide Abfchiensrede Pauli an die Siltejten der Gemeinde 
3u Cpyhefus. 

Er erinnert fie an feine treue Geelforge. 

2. Er mahnt fie, feine Arbeit in hidjter Treue 
fortzufjeßen. 

3. Er warnt fie bor greulidden Wölfen, die fomz 
men werden. 

4. &r befiehlt fie der Gnade und dem Worte 
Gottes. 


ub 


2.8.26. Rein bon aller Blut. Tiefbemwegten, übervollen 
Herzens jteht Paulus im Kreife der Wlteften gu Ephefus, 8.17. Er 
nimmt Abfchied bon ihnen für diefes Leben, V. 25. Sn diefer feierlichen 
Stunde gedenft er feiner dreijährigen Seelforgerarbeit an den Ephefern. 
Er gibt fic) Nechenfchaft über feine Amtstätigfeit, prüft fih, ob er das 
Charafteriftifum eines Haushalters der Geheimniffe Gottes habe, das 
ift, ob er bor Gott treu erfunden fei in feinem Amt. Er denkt wohl an 
die Mark und Bein durchjchneidenden Worte Gottes an den Propheten 
Hejefiel, Kap. 3, 17—21. Mach erniter Prüfung aber fann er vor Gott 
bezeugen, daß er nicht fdhuld ift an dem Verderben derer, die abgefallen 
find, auch nicht derer, die etwa noch abfallen werden. Drei Jahre lang 
bat er fie Tag und Nacht mit Tränen belehrt, ermahnt, gewarnt, geitraft 
und getrojtet; dem Herrn an ihnen gedient in aller Treue, B.19. Alle 
Wteften miiffen diefem Selbjtzeugnis zuftimmen. — &3 ift nichts Selt- 
fame3 und ift nicht zu verwundern, wenn Glieder einer Gemeinde im 
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Unglauben bleiben oder vom Glauben abfallen, 3.8. Demas. &3 ijt 
aber jchredlich, wenn Glieder der Gemeinde verlorengehen aus des 
Pajtors, Vifdhofs, Schuld. Gott halt ihn nicht für die erjteren, wohl 
aber für die leßteren verantwortlich; denn die ihm Anbefohlenen find 
ihn, dem Seelforger, auf die Seele gebunden. Go stellt auch jebt nod 
jeder treue Seelforger oft eine ftrenge Prüfung an, richtet fich {chart 
über feine Seelforge, feine Amtstreue. So mance Seele macht ihm 
die fdiverjten Sorgen, und feine erite Frage ift: Bin id fduld an 
deren Blut? Er fennt eben Hebr. 13,17. Wohl einem jeden Bifchof, 
der mit Paulus nach ernjtefter Prüfung jagen fann: „Ich bin rein bon 
aller Blut“! Das fann er nur fagen, wenn er die Worte in B. 27 
{prechen fann. 


b. 8.27. Der ganze Rat Gottes verfündigt. Wieder 
fordert Paulus die wltejten auf, feine Zeugen zu fein auch in diefem 
Stüf. Wenn wir nun feine ECpijteln an die Gemeinden Lefen, fo bez 
fommen mir ein flares Bild feiner Predigt, feiner Seelforge und feiner 
Amtstreue, öffentlid und fonderlid. Wie reich find diefe an Lehre, 
Mahnung, Warnung, Strafe und Troftl Vermifjen wir auch nur einen 
fleinjten Teil des Rates Gottes zur Seligfeit? Hat er nicht den Auf- 
trag des HErrn treulich erfüllt, zu predigen Buße und Vergebung der 
Sünden durch den Glauben an SECfum, aljo Gefeß und Evangelium? 
Gerade diefe beiden großen Hauptteile de3 Mates Gottes nennt er bez 
fonder3, 8.20.21. Weil er das nun fo treuli Tag und Nacht, öffent= 
lich und privatim, mit Tränen getan hat, ijt er treu getwefen in feinem 
Amt, fomweit ein fündiger Menfch treu fein fann. Daß er dies nicht in 
Gelbjtgerechtigfeit bon fich ausfagt, dafür ift Zeugnis Rom. 7,18.19 
und 1 Ror. 4,4. — Nur das ift ein treuer Geelforger, Paftor, nur der 
fann {duldlos bleiben an dem Blute aller ifm Anbefohlenen, welder 
den ganzen Nat Gottes — aljo nicht eine Auswahl nach eigenem Gut- 
diinfen, etwa aus Menfdengefalligfeit oder Menjcdhenfurdht oder Leitz 
fertigfeit — zur Geligfeit predigt, und zwar anhaltend, öffentlich und 
fonderlid. Dies bringt aud in unferer Zeit nur Schmad und Feind- 
{haft ein. Wehe aber allen Pajtoren unferer Beit, die etwas verhalten 
bon dem Rate Gottes zur Seligfeit oder ihn ganz beijeitejeben! Dieje 
find fchuldig an dem Blute aller derjenigen in ihren Gemeinden, die 
verlorengehen, und fie trifft der Fluch Gottes. 


2. 


a. B. 28a. Ahthaben auf fi jelbft. Will ein Prediger 
treu fein in feinem Amt, fo muß er achthaben auf fich felbjt. Paftoren 
ftehen in größter Gefahr, ihre eigene Seele zu verlieren, da fie fo leicht 
dem Gelbjtbetrug verfallen fönnen. Sie gehen ja täglich mit dem Worte 
Gottes um, und fo fonnen fie leicht in Sicherheit geraten und fragen: 
Was fehlt mir no? Sie haben es, ach! fo fehr nötig, nach 2 Kor. 
13,5 zu handeln, und zwar täglich; “gugufehen, ob ihr Chriftentum 
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rechter Art ijt, ob fie ftehen in taglicer Neue, im Glauben und in der 
Heiligung, ohne melde niemand wird den OErrn fehen; ob fie alle 
Stüce des Chriftenftandes felbft tun und üben, damit fie nit andern 
predigen und felbft beriverflich werden; zugufehen, ob ihr Amt ihnen 
nicht nur Handwerf und Brotertverb fei, fondern Hergensjade, fo dak 
fie mit den Apofteln fpredjen fünnen: „Wir fönnen es ja nicht 
laffen“ uff. und: „Wehe mir, wenn ich das Evangelium nicht pre= 
digtel“ 1 Ror. 9, 16. 

b. B.28b. Ahthaben auf die ganze Herde. Gie find 
ja Bifchöfe, Auffeher, Hirten, Seelforger, bon Gott dazu gejekt, daß fie 
„aufleben“ follen, acdjthaben, wachen, Gefahren abwenden, dem Feinde 
wehren, meiden und tranfen. Die ganze Herde, nicht nur etliche, 
etiva die Starfen, die wenig Mühe maden, fondern aud) die Schtwaden, 
die Serenden, die Straucelnden und die Gefallenen. Gott hält die 
Wächter, Hefek. 3,17, die Auffeher, verantwortlich für den Stand der 
Herde, feiner Gemeinde und der einzelnen Seelen. Er fordert bon 
ihnen, daß fie mit Paulus fpreden fonnen: BV. 19. — Die ganze Herde, 
jede einzelne Seele ijt Gott viel wert, mehr als die ganze Schöpfung, 
da er fie Durch fein eigen, nicht durch Bode- oder Lammerblut, aud 
nicht durch Bruderblut, Bf. 49, 8. 9, erworben hat. Wie Ho muß 
jedem Geelforger jede mit Gottesblut erworbene Seele ftehen! Hier 


muß jeder Hirte bereit fein, fich felbjt aufzuopfern im Dienjte derer, die . 


mit Gotte3 eigenem Blut erfauft find und den Sinn Pauli haben, 
3.24; er darf weder das eigene Leben und noch weniger feine Gez 
mächlichfeit teuer achten; e3 find ja Gottegfeelen, die ihm anvertraut 
find. Mit Freuden will Paulus jeinen Beruf vollenden, wenn die Aus- 
übung desfelben auch Verfolgung und den Märtyrertod mit fic) bringt; 
er hat ihn ja bon dem HErrn SEfu überfommen, das felige Amt, das 
Evangelium bon der Gnade Gottes, zu bezeugen. — Gott felbft hatte 
die Ültejten von Cphejus in ihr Amt gefebt, obwohl fie nicht unmitelbar 
bon ihm berufen, jondern duch Paulum und die Gemeinde verordnet 
waren. Welch ein Anfporn! Gott der Heilige Geift hat auch die 
Paltoren unferer Zeit an ihre Gemeinden — mich an diefe Gemeinde 
— gefebt. Go führe ich Gottes Amt an euch; bin Botfchafter an Gottes 
Statt unter euch; foll wachen über eure Seelen in bezug auf euer 


Glauben und Leben; foll euch weiden; habe auch Redhenfhaft zu geben 


für jede Seele, die mir auf die Seele gebunden ift. — So ermahnt der 
Apoitel feine Mitbifchöfe und die Paftoren unjerer Beit, in aller Treue 
ihr Werk fortzuführen. Wer das nicht tut, ift ein Mietling, Baud- 
Diener, Wolf im Schafsfleid, wenn er aud) nod) jo hod von feiner Ge- 
meinde und denen, die draußen find, gerühmt wird. Wie groß wird 
die Verdammnis folder fein, wenn nicht nur fünf Brüder, fondern eine 
ganze Gemeinde mit ihren Fliiden in der Hölle auf ihn einftürmen! 
Selig aber die treuen Pauli, die Hier ihre geiftlichen Kinder mit 
Schmerzen geboren haben! 
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3. 


2.8.29.30. Die greulidden Wölfe. Mit fhwerem Herzen 
jieht Paulus die Frucht feiner Arbeit in Gefahr der Vernichtung jtehen. 
Bisher hat er vor dem Riß geftanden. Nach jeinem Abfchied wird es 
anders werden. Wölfe, die der Herde nicht Shonen, werden bon außen. 
fommen. Gr meiß das; der Geift fagt e3 deutlid, 1Tim. 4,1. Wie 
fie Galatien bei feinen Lebgeiten nicht gejdont haben, fo werden fie audp 
Ephefus nicht verfchonen. Gerade auf die Schafe Chrijti haben fie eF 
abgejehen. Die falfehen Lehrer gehen nicht unter Yuden und Heiden, 
um fic einen Anhang gu fammeln, fondern in den Schafitall Chrifti 
brechen fie ein. Satan fill eben die Herde Ehriiti fihten wie den. 
Weizen; gerade ihrer hat er begehrt. Aber das Schredlichite ijt: aus 
ihnen felbjt werden Männer aufftehen, die das Evangelium verkehren. 
und aus Ehrgeiz und Neid jowie um Gewinnes willen Rotten jtiften.. 
— Das ift ja allezeit die Gefchichte der Kirche Chrifti gewefen. Wo 
Gott feinen Tempel baute, ftellte Satan jeine Kapelle daneben. Nach 
der Beit der erjten Liebe jebt Erfaltung der Gemeinden und Larheit der 
Hirten ein. Die Liebe zur Wahrheit erfaltet. Greulice Irrtümer 
fommen auf; Gott zieht feine beivahrende Hand ab; viele glauben der 
Züge. Das ijt Gottes Strafe. Von allen apoftolifgen Gemeinden gilt 
Zuther3 Wort: Sie haben nun den Mohammed und den Bapit. Auf 
jede große Gnadengeit ijt der Abfall gefolgt. Die Zeit war reif für 
die Wolfe. So zu Luthers Beit. Cr meisjagte dasfelbe, was hier 
Paulus weisjagt. C8 ift eingetroffen: PBapit und Calvin von außen, 
Melanchthon und andere bon innen. Traurig! Greulihe Wölfe von 
außen — moderne Theologie, Logen — fuchen unfere Gemeinden zu 
veriviijten. Gott wolle e3 verhüten, daß folche bald aus unjerer Mitte 
aufitehen! © wäre freilich nicht zu verwundern; denn die Liebe zur 
Wahrheit ijt unter uns im Schwinden begriffen. Laxheit gegen die 
reine Lehre nimmt in unfern Gemeinden überhand. Das Weltmwefen 
reißt mit Macht ein. Gott fet ung gnadig! 

b. 8.31. Paftoren, feid wader allezeitl So Paulus 
an jeine Mitarbeiter. Sie jollen auch in diefem Stüf an feine auf- 
opfernde dreijährige Arbeit denken, die er unter biel Tränen an ihnen 
getan hat. — Unjere Gemeinden umgibt nadtes Juden= und Heidentum. 
Sebt miiffen unjere Pajtoren mit Tränen ermahnen, ihr ganzes Herz 
in ihre Arbeit legen; nicht ablaffen Tag und Nacht, auf Wache zu ftehen, 
und zivar in boller Waffenrüftung; ihre Pofaune muß einen flaren Ton 
der Warnung geben, oder unfere Synode wird das Schickfal der lutheri- 
fen Kirche Deutfchlands und mander -Synoden unjers Landes und 
endlich der apoftolifchen Gemeinden treffen. Debt dringt der Ruf Chrifti 
an unfer Ohr: Simon, fhläfit du? Vermagft du nicht mit mir zu 
wachen? Was jhlaft ihr? Siehe, der mich verrät, ijt nahel 
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4, 


a. B.32. , Cin’ fefte Burg ift unfer Gott.” Pauls 
fcheidet; er fann nists mehr für feine liebe Gemeinde tun. Gott 
fpannt ihn bald aus. Menfchen, auch die treueften Bifchöfe, find macht- 
lo3 gegen die Wolfe. Nur Gott ift jeiner Kirche Schuß; nur in ihm 
fann fie jtille fein; menn Gott bei ihr drinnen ift, wird fie wohl bleiben, 
%i.46. Nur „das Wort feiner Gnade” ijt mächtig, fie zu bauen und 
zu erhalten, allen Wölfen zum Troß. Solange Paftor und Gemeinde 
an dem SHauptartifel der Kriftliden Religion feithalten, Rom. 3, 
23—28, hat die Kirche Crijtengberechtiqung. Ja, nur dann bejteht fie 
noc. Ohne dicjen ijt fie bloß ein leerer Name twie jebt ein fo großer 
Teil der fichtbaren Kirche. — Noch haben wir das Wort der Gnade 
Gottes in Chrifto SEfu rein und lauter. Noch werden Seelen hier fon 
erbaut zu einer Behaufung Gottes im Geift. 

b.B.32b. Das Erbe der Heiligen. Daß ihnen ein herrz 
liches Erbe, 1 Betr. 1,4, im Himmel behalten werde, ijt das Große, das 
Paulus für feine Ephefer erbittet. Wie Gott mächtig ift, uns zu bauen 
Durch das Wort der Gnade, fo ijt er auch mächtig, uns zu geben das 
Erbe der Heiligen im Licht. Aber nur den Heiligen im Glauben; nur 
allen denen, die beharren bi3 ans Ende. — Dies follte doch alle Bifchöfe 
antreiben, treu zu fein wie Paulus im Achthaben auf jich jelbit und auf 
Die ganze Herde, damit fie ihren Lauf mit Freuden vollenden. Wohl 
ung, wenn wir mit Paulus auf unjerm Sterbebett jubilieren fonnen: 
2 Tim. 4,7.8. Wir alle aber wollen am Schluß diefes num verflojjenen 
Kicchen= und Gnadenjahres fingend beten: Lied 169, 3 und 165, 7—9. 
Amen, Herr IEfu, du Hirte und Bifhof deiner Gemeinde! Amen. 

2: Biehler 


——— 1 


Predigtentwurf für den Crutedanftag. 
Ser. 5, 24. 


As Jsrael fich von Gott abwandte und in Sünden zu twandeln 
anfing, fpracd Gott: „Wollt ihr mich nicht firdten?” Yer. 5,22. Weil 
SSrael ihn nicht fürchtete, jprach er ferner: „Höret zu, ihr tolles Volk, 
das feinen Berftand hat, die da Augen haben und jehen nicht, Ohren 
haben und hören nicht!“ und offenbarte jo feinen Zorn über den Mangel 
Ssraels an Gottesfurdt. 

Mangel an Gottesfurdht ift gerade in unferer Zeit die herrfchende 
Sünde in der Welt geworden. Die Menfden find in großem Mafjtabe, 
nad Umfang und Grad, ihrem Gott abtrünnig und ungehorfam ge- 
worden. Gottesleugnung. VBerwerfung feines Worts. Gotteslajter- 
licher Widerfpruch gegen dasjelbe. Menfchen unterjtehen fich frech und 
offen, Gott Vorfhriften zu madden. Dies und anderes find Folgen 
des Herrjchenden Mangels an Gottesfurdt. Das Schlimmite ijt, daß 
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diefe Sünde in erfhredendem Maße auch in die driftlide Kirche ihren 
Einzug halt. Ya, leider auch unter uns findet ih diefes jchadliche 
Gewads. 

Wie ijt doch Gott erzürnt über Israel wegen diefer Sündel Und 
in der Tat, der Mangel an Gottesfurcht ift eine gar erfdreclidje Sünde, 
um derentivillen Gott auch gerade in unferer Beit die Welt in mannigz 
facher Weife ftraft, wie feinerzeit Israel: mit Sturmivinden, Fluten, 
Erdbeben, Epidemien, Krieg, andauernder Unruhe unter den Volfern. 
Diefe Sünde befdleunigt das Kommen des Iebten Gerichts. Schredlich 
wird dies fein über die, die den HErrn nicht gefürchtet haben. 

Wir find heute zufammengelommen, Gott zu preifen für die mans 
nigfaltigen Segnungen, die er die ganze Beit unfers Lebens und be= 
fonders in diefem Jahre über uns ausgefchüttet hat. Reine beffere 
Ehre fünnen wir ihm ermweifen, als daß wir heute mit allen Frommen 
ipredjen: 

paffet uns dod den HErrn, unfern Gott, fitrdten!“ 

Gott jchenfe uns bei der heutigen Betrachtung feinen Heiligen 
Geift, daß wir erfennen: 

1. wieviel Grund mir haben, unjern Gott bon 

Herzen zu fürdten; 
2. wie wir ihn von Herzen fürdten follen. 


1. 


a. Er ijt „der HErr, unfer Gott“, durch den Glauben an das 
Evangelium von Chrifto. Wie reichlih hat er feine geiftliden 
Segnungen und Güter über uns ausgefdiittet die ganze Beit unfers 
Lebens und bejonders wieder im vergangenen Sahrel Hauptgrund, 
ihn zu fürchten. 

b. Er ijt e3, der uns Frühregen ufiv. gegeben, uns alfo auch im 
Srdifchhen gefegnet hat und noch jegnet. aa. Von ihm allein fommt 
ja alles Gute. Seine Güter find Gefundheit ujw. Gr teilt fie aus 
an alle, auch an die Böfen. Hat uns vielleicht nicht reichlicher bedacht 
als fie oder gar nicht fo reihlih. Deswegen ihn nicht fürdhten? Das 
fet fernel Sondern bb. einerlei, ob jpärlich oder reichlich bedacht, wir 
toollen erfennen, daß wir es bon ihm empfangen haben als von unferm 
himmlischen Vater, daß wir auch genug empfangen haben, daraus feine 
Gefinnung erfennen, ihn auch um diefer Segnungen twillen bon Herzen 
fürchten. 

e. Oder Hagft du, du habeft ja Verlujte, große und fchwere Ver- 
Yufte, gehabt, jtedjt vielleicht auch diefen Augenblid in großer irdifcher 
Not? Das ift ja aber doch nicht ein Grund, deinen Gott nicht zu 
fürchten? Aber allerdings foll es uns daran erinnern, aa. daß wir aller 
geiftlichen und irdifehen Güter untwiirdig find und „der feines verdient 
haben” und wir alfo um jo mehr Urjache haben, Gott um feiner Seg- 
nungen fwillen zu fürdjten, feien fie auch bor Menfchenaugen gering oder. 
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geringer al3 die, welche andere empfangen haben; bb. daß wir uns 
prüfen, ob wir e8 an der Gottedfurcht nicht haben mangeln lafjen: 
Vertrauen auf eigenes Verdienft, auf Fleiß und dergleichen; _ Gebet3- 
mangel („hr Habt nicht, darum dak ihr nicht bittet“). Und wer fonnte 
e3 alles nennen, wo wir auch im vergangenen Jahr wieder gefehlt 
haben! Zu XSrael aber fpricht Gott gleich im nädjiten Vers: „Eure 
Mifletaten hindern folddes. ... Denn man findet unter meinem Bolf 
Gottloje“, Gottlofigfeiten. 

Nein, wir haben alle Urjade, heute uf. So laßt es uns denn 
auch angelegen fein, ebenfalls zu erfennen, wie wir unfern Gott von 
Herzen fürdten follen. 5 

Das wird auch nicht Schwer werden, wenn wir aus dem Vorigen 
erfannt haben warum. 

a. Nicht als ob Gott unfer Feind ware, der uns zürnte und unfere 
Beritörung fuchte. Gott ijt in Wahrheit ein fürdhterliher Richter denen, 
die ihn nicht ihren Gott nennen fönnen. Die Gottlojen miiffen fich 

bor ihm fürditen und fliehen. Wie wird e3 im nachjten Jahre werden? 
Tod und Gerihtl Shnen bleibt nur fnechtifhe Furt und der Mut 
Der Verzweiflung. Wie fehredlich, wenn wir Gott fo fiirchten müßten! 

b. Wher eS jteht anders bei uns, die wir Chrijten find. C3 ift 
wahr, wir find Sünder. Denfen tir nur an einige unferer Sünden, 
bon denen wir uns auch im vergangenen Jahre nicht rein gehalten 
haben: Mangel an brüderficher Liebe; Gleichgiiltiqkeit gegen ixrdifche 
und geiftliche Not anderer; Suchen eigener Ehre ftatt der Ehre Gottes. 
Und fo haben wir nur Gottes Zorn und Strafe verdient. — Aber Gott 
ijt dDurd SEjum Chrijtum eben unfer Gott, der uns alle Sünden 
täglich und reichlich vergibt; unfer Vater, der ung liebt und für uns 
forgt. Go jtellen mir ihn nad) feinem Wort uns vor und fürchten ihn. 
Das heißt: aa. Wir halten ihn für unfer hidjtes Gut. Wie Kinder 
in Gegentvart ihrer Eltern froh und zufrieden find, fo jagen auch tvir 
mit dem Pjalmiften: „Wenn ich nur dich habe” uj. Auf ihn fegen 
fwir unfer Vertrauen; mir verjehen uns alle3 Guten zu ihm. Wie 
Abraham vor Gott wandelte und fromm tar, fo gedenfen wir bei 
unferm Wandel, daß Gott bei uns ift, uns führt, Yeitet und behütet, 
aber auch unfers Herzens Gedanken, unfere Worte und Werke hört und 
fieht und durch unfere Sünde beleidigt wird, und geben ung darum mit 
Gottes Hilfe alle Mühe, jeinen Willen immer beffer zu erfennen und 
danach) zu tun. Das ift dann rechte Gottesfurdht. — bb. Gin befonderes 
Stite der Gottesfurdht, an das wir heute erinnert werden, ift, daß wir 
in Zufunjt noch mehr als bisher die irdifehen Segnungen und Güter, 

- die Gott uns gibt, nach feinem Willen, zu feiner Ehre und zum Wohl 
unjerer Mitmenjchen gebrauchen fernen. Diefes Stüd nicht vergefien! 
Mit unfern irdifchen Mitteln der geiftlichen Not derer gedenken, die den 
HErrn nod nieht ihren Gott nennen und nod in Finiternis wandeln. 
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So laßt uns Gott fürdten. Dazu alle Urfache. Goll denn Gott 
aud bon ung jagen: B.23.242 Lat uns ihn fo fiirdten, wie wir e3 
heute gelernt haben! Go preifen wir ihn am beiten. Das ift ihm ein 
toohlgefälliges Seiden unferer Dankbarkeit für alle Giite, die wir bon 
ihm erfahren haben. So eriveifen wir un als feine rechten Kinder 
duch unfern HErrn YEjum Chriftum. Und Gott wird dann bei ung 
fein mit feinem Segen bi3 an unfer Ende und uns endlich in feine Herr 
lichkeit aufnehmen. Amen. Wo 


m 
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EPH. 2, 19—22. 


God’s Spirit does not only call, enlighten, and sanctify, but He 
also gathers the believers throughout the world. John 11,52. These 
gathered Christians constitute the Church, which, therefore, is the 
Spirit’s own handiwork. As such it must be a glorious Church. 


THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH. 
We behold it 


1. In her foundation; 2. In her membership; 3. In her mission. 


1 


“Built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets.” Their 
word is meant. They spoke and wrote God’s Word. “Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief Corner-stone.” Jesus, not chiefly as the 
great Healer or- wise Prophet, but as the Savior of sinners, is the 
keynote of all prophetic and apostolic writings. All doctrines center 
in Him. “To Him give all the prophets witness.” Acts 10, 48; 26, 22. 
Christ the only Foundation of the Church. 1 Cor. 3,11; Is. 28,16; 
1 Pet. 2,6.7; Matt. 16,16.18. (Hymn 454, 1.) 

The Church is not built upon men, e.g., Peter, the Pope, or any 
other man. Its existence is not dependent on a flawless organization, 
a constitution penned by wise men, or the approval and acclamation 
of influential men of means and intellect. 

The Church’s foundation is immovable and defies all the forces 
of earth and hell. Matt.16,18. The empires of antiquity have de- 
cayed, but the Church has outlived them all. The builders rejected 
Christ, the chief Corner-stone, Ps. 118,22; Matt.21,42; Acts 4,11; 
1 Pet.2,7; but their enmity was put to naught. (Hymn 452, 3f.) 

Do you behold the glory of the Church in her foundation? You 
may look forward eomplacently and feel assured that the Church is 
not threatened by the uncertainties of the future. Very comforting 
especially in our days of apostasy, infidelity, and agnosticism. 
Ps. 46; 2, 4.5. 

26 
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“No more strangers and foreigners.” Once they were aliens and 
strangers and afar off. Cp. Eph. 2,12.13.17.3. As heathen they had 
access to the Court of Gentiles, but were forbidden to enter with 
God’s chosen people into the Inner Court of Israel. Cp. Deut. 23, 1 ff. 
The following inscription in Greek, carved in stone, warned non- 
Israelites against entering this part of the Sanctuary: “Let no alien 
enter within the balustrade and embankment about the Sanctuary. 
He who is caught makes himself responsible for his death, which will 
follow.” Cp. Acts 21, 27 ff. 

- Now they are “made nigh,” v.18, have become “fellow-citizens 
with the saints,” are “of the household of God,” and a part of the 
Church, v. 22. 

How did this come about? By the blood of Christ. Cp. vv. 13—18. 
Saved from the massa perdita by grace, vv.4f.8f.; by the means of 
grace, Is.55,10f.; Rom.10,17. The Church is the communion of 
saints. “Holy temple.” Christ has purchased and purified the mem- 
bers of the Church with His own blood. Acts 20,28; ep. Eph. 5, 25. 26. 

The Church is one congregation of believers in Christ. Eph. 4, 
15.16; Col. 2,19. It is one great city of saints, one great household 
of children of God, one holy temple in the Lord. The believers are 
one body in Christ, Rom. 12,4f.; 1 Cor. 12,12; one fold, John 10, 16. 
They cherish one faith, one hope of their calling, and cling to the 
same and only Savior, Eph. 4,3—6; 1 Cor. 12,138. The Church com- 
prises all true believers of all races and climes and ages. Ps. 22, 28. 
Henee, it is the apostolic, catholic, Christian Church. (Hymn 466, 2.) 

What a glorious Church! The kingdoms of this world are in- 
significant in comparison with it. The devil’s realm, indeed, numbers 
more subjects, but Christ’s numbers nothing but saints, who daily 
cleanse their garments in His blood. Hidden glory, Col. 3,3; Luke 
17, 20.21; 1John3,2. But God knows them that are His. 2 Tim. 
2,19; John 10,27; 1 Kings 8, 39; 18, 19. 


ak 

The Church is a holy temple in the Lord, a habitation of God 
through the Spirit. 2Cor.6,16. God makes human hearts His 
temple that His own may serve Him in holiness and righteousness 
and in holy warfare combat the devil, the world, and the flesh. 

This Church is in building. As the Ephesians were built to- 
gether with others for a habitation of God, so the building of this. 
invisible temple is continuing until the end of time. The Church 
should bring nigh those that are afar off, so that aliens may become 
fellow-citizens with the saints and heirs of eternal life. At the end 
of time, when, on the day of the destruction of the world, the scaf- 
folding shall be removed and the rubbish gathered and burned, the : 
Church shall appear in all her beauty and completeness. 
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What a glorious Church! The Church is the source of true 
happiness and everlasting life through Christ. “All my springs are 
in thee.” Ps. 87,7; cp. Is. 12,3. What realm of this world can impart 
true and everlasting satisfaction to its inhabitants? 

Are you a member of this invisible Church by faith? 2 Cor. 13, 5. 
Membership in a visible Church avails you naught if you are not 
a member of the invisible Church. Contemplate her glory. May you 
be and remain one of her members! B. 


MATT. 13, 24—26. 


The doctrine of millenarianism is not Scriptural. It opposes 
a) the clear Seripture-passages which declare that Christ will return 
in glory to judge the world, Acts 10, 42; 17,31; 1 Pet.4,7; Matt. 25, 
31—46; b) the clear Scripture-passages which declare that Christ’s 
kingdom is not of this world, but spiritual, 2 Tim. 2,19; Luke 17, 
20.21; ce) the clear Scripture-passages which declare that Christ’s 
kingdom on earth will always be afflicted, Matt. 7,15; 1 John 4,1; 
Rom. 16,17; Matt. 10, 16—25. 

Why, then, the millenarian belief? a) Because men doubt the 
power of the Word and believe that the great conversion will not 
eome through the Word, but rather through Christ’s advent (pre- 
millenarians). Acts1,6—8. b) Because they do not consider that 
many are called, but only few are chosen. Matt.20,16. c) Because 
they take offense at the fact that the Church of Christ is burdened 
with the cross. 1Cor.1,26—29. Lest we, too, be offended, let us 
earnestly study God’s Word and bear in mind what it teaches con- 
cerning 


THE CONDITION OF THE CHURCH UPON EARTH. 
Scripture teaches 


1. That the Church of Christ on earth will never cease to exist; 
2. But that it will always be afflicted by Satan and his hosts. 


1% 


A. The Church of Christ will never cease to exist on earth. That 
is the comforting lesson of the text: The gates of hell will never pre- 
vail against it. Matt. 16,18. a) Because it is the Church of Christ. 
Text: “Unto a man”; cf.v.37; the Son of Man. 1) It is the Church 
of the omnipotent Christ; cf. vv.41.42. 2) It is the Church of the 
gracious, merciful Christ, who desires the salvation of sinners — the 
Christ of the Gospel. V.35: “I will utter things which have been 
kept secret from the foundation of the‘world.” 3) It is the Church 
of the victorious Christ, who has conquered Satan and all the enemies 
that oppose Him and His works. 1 John 3,8; Col.2,15. 4) It is the 
‚Church of Him who rules in majesty at the right hand of His Father. 
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Eph. 1, 20—23; Ps. 8,7—9. b) Hence the Church cannot be over- 
thrown. “He that soweth the good seed is the Son of Man.” V. 37. 
That name guarantees to us the continued existence of His Church 
on earth. 

B. The continued existence of the Church on earth is guaranteed 
by the direct and irrevocable promise of the Triune God. Text: “unto 
a man which sowed good seed in his field.” V.24. That statement 
has the force of a promise. It expresses what the Son of Man is 
constantly doing and what He will do unto the end of time. Cf. v. 30: 
“Until the harvest” does the Son of Man sow good seed. His kingdom 
will therefore endure to the end of time. Of. also Matt. 28, 18—20; 
John 10, 27.28. Such is the express promise of God the Son, whose 
Word cannot fail. But such is the promise also of the Father. Dan. 
7,138.14; Ps.110,1.2. Hence, as the Word and promise of God can- 
not pass away (Matt. 24, 35), so Christ’s kingdom will never pass 
away. Ps.145,13; Is. 55,10. 11. 

CO. The history of the Church proves that Christ’s kingdom on 
earth continues at all times. 1 Kings 19, 8—18. Simeon, Luke 2, 25. 
Rev. 3,4: “a few names.” The Middle Ages. Christians in sectarian 
churches. 

D. This assurance should a) comfort us in this time of apostasy; 
b) encourage us to preach the Gospel with zeal and joy; ce) urge us 
to examine ourselves whether we are in the faith, 2 Cor. 13, 5; 
d) prompt us to pray the Second Petition with great fervor: “Thy 
kingdom come.” Our work in the Lord is not in vain. John 4, 38; 
1 Cor. 15, 58; Phil. 2, 16. — Nevertheless, let us also bear in mind what 
we shall hear in the second part of our discourse. 
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A. The Church of Christ on earth will always be afflicted. a) Be- 
cause of the enemy. V.25; cf. V.39: “The enemy that sowed them 
is the devil.” The devil is a declared enemy of God and Christ and 
of all who follow the Savior. “He is an enemy to the field of the 
world, which he endeavors to make his own, by sowing tares in it. 
Ever since he became a wicked spirit himself, he has been industrious 
to promote wickedness and has made it his business, aiming therein to 
counterwork Christ.” (Matthew Henry.) 1 Pet.5,8. b) Because of 
the tares. V.25; cf.v.38. There are “children of the Wicked One” 
also outside the Church to molest the followers of Christ, e. g., Nero, 
and his wicked successors. But these are not the greatest enemies 
of the Church. The devil harms and troubles the Church chiefly by 
sowing tares (a species of darnel, bearing poisonous seeds, and before 
coming to a head, bearing a near resemblance to the stalks of wheat 
and barley) in the Lord’s wheat-field. Why are these tares so harm- 
ful? 1) They are the children of the devil. Eph.2,2; John 8, 44. 
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2) It is hard to detect their evil character and work, because they, 
the tares, at first resemble the wheat, being clever hypocrites. 2 Cor. 
11,13.14. 3) After the enemy has sown these tares, he goes his way 
(v. 25) and apparently does not molest the Church, so that such 
a Church appears to be prospering. Of. the Church of Antichrist, 
many sects, ete. Having sown the seeds of discord and false doctrine, 
the devil leaves that Church to perish in soul-destroying peace. 
4) The children of the kingdom do not readily recognize the tares 
(v.27) nor do they later on understand why they should be there. 
Christians are slow in distinguishing between falsehood and truth. 
5) While the good seed must always be tended, if it is to grow and 
bring forth fruit, the tares spread rapidly and irresistibly. V.26. 
We can understand why the Church on earth should always be 
troubled.. From without and within it is constantly assailed by “chil- 
dren of the Wicked One,” who, pretending to be “good seed,” “a holy 
seed” (Is. 6,13), are in reality seeking to dethrone Christ, displace 
His Word, and pervert the truth. ce) Because “men sleep.” V. 25. 
Alas, that is true of thousands who should be servants of Christ and 
His Church, shepherds of the flock. The sleep of indifference has 
always brought trouble to the Church. Is. 56,10; Phil. 3,2. No 
wonder the Church is afflicted! 

B. Which are the lessons we ought to take from the text? a) We 
should carefully note what God’s Word teaches us concerning the 
Church. The Church is invisible, but is to be found wherever the 
Word of Christ is preached; visible churches. b) Our greatest con- 
cern should be to be and remain members of the invisible Church. 
John 8, 31.32. ce) We should adhere to the Church of the pure Word. 
Rom.16,17. d) We should avoid all false churches. 2 Cor. 6, 14—18. 
e) We should exclude manifest and impenitent sinners from our con- 
gregations. Matt.18,15—17; 1Pet.2,9; Acts2,42. f) We should 
look for no millennium, but set our affections on the things above 
and have our conversation in heaven. Heb. 13,14; John 17, 24; Phil. 
8,20. As faithful members and subjects of the Kingdom of Grace 
we shall thus by grace, through faith, enter the Kingdom of Glory. 
1 John 3,2; Rom. 8,18; 2 Tim. 1, 12. 

St. Louis, Mo. JoHN THEODORE MUELLER. 


ROM. 16, 17. 


Our text brings a very solemn and timely warning to all members 
of the Church of Jesus Christ. St. Paul earnestly beseeches every 
one of us against religious unionism. Unionism is not the unity of 
faith advocated 1 Cor. 1,10; Eph. 4, 1—6; John 10,16; but rather the 
religious fellowship with individuals or groups having doctrines con- 
trary to the Word of God. 
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RELIGIOUS UNIONISM. 
1. Its causes; 2. Its dangers; 3. Its cure. 


1. 


a. There is the natural human tendency to flock together in 
families, crowds, clubs, fraternities, cities. “Group instinct.” 

b. There is another natural tendency — following the lines of 
least resistance. To confess Christ, to stand four-square for Chris- 
tian principles, practises, doctrines, brings reproach, persecution, and 
requires boldness, courage, and heroism. It is more pleasant to re- 
ceive the applause of the crowd for being “sociable,” “broad-minded,” 
“good mixers,” “real fellows,” than to have their irate finger point 
at you as being “aloof,” “queer,” “narrow-minded,” “strait-laced, 
stubborn, proud Pharisees.” 

c. The chief cause of our present-day religious unionism is 
religious indifferentism. The apostle speaks of “the doctrine which 
ye have learned.” But who in Christendom to-day knows anything 
of “the doctrine which ye have learned”? Who cares? Look over 
the page of church advertisements in the Saturday issue of our daily 
press. How many doctrinal sermons are being preached? How much 
space does the sectarian religious press devote to articles on Christian 
doctrine? How much time is devoted, in the religious education of 
the youth, to the teaching of doctrine? Attend their religious con- 
ventions, what part of their sessions is occupied with the doctrinal 
paper? “Mark them” that have doctrines. contrary to the Word of 
God? “Avoid them”? Who has any Christian doctrine nowadays 2 
Doctrines, creeds, confessions, and all that goes with it, have long ago 
been scrapped. Religious indifferentism and unionism, however, go 
hand in hand. 

What is the attitude in our midst? Do we care? Do we earnestly 
contend for the faith? “Mark them,” “avoid them”? Rom. 7,18. Or 
has the tuberculosis of unionism settled down upon us, sapping the 
spiritual vitality out of our souls? 
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But is religious unionism really so dangerous? 

a. Some think not. The greater part of Christendom elamors 
for it. They point out that it is more economical, as regards both 
men and money, to unite our institutions, colleges, missions, churches. 
Their slogan is: “Win America for Christ” by combining all denomi- 
nations despite their doctrinal differences, unbelief, and paganism. 
Others go still farther: unite all religions, pagan, Jewish, Moham- 
medan, Christian, and all “moral forces” to wipe out vice and crime 
for the uplift and betterment of the world. 

b. Religious unionism, however, is a most dangerous disease, 
spiritual tuberculosis, cancer, leprosy. 


ur Nine 
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Strange to say, it works the opposite of what it is supposed to do. 
Unionism tolerates false doctrines and heretics. These, according to 
our text, “cause divisions.” The history of the Church: in the 
Apostolic Age; Arius; the heresies of popery caused division at the 
time of the Reformation; not Luther, but Zwingli, caused the split at 
Marburg. To-day: the denominations that advocated unionism most 
are suffering most from a babel of confusion and internal dissensions. 
“Can two walk together except they be agreed ?” 

Unionism causes “offenses.” It is a stumbling-block to the 
Church, slows up the progress of, and causes disaster to, the army 
of Christ. The condition of the Church when Israel halted between 
two opinions in the days of Ahab and Elijah, 1 Kings18; when they 
worshiped both in the groves of idols and the Temple of Jehovah in 
the days of Isaiah, Is. 1, 29.5.6.18. The scandal between Funda- 
mentalists and Modernists, superinduced by unionism, is an offense to 
the world. Unionism welcomes and harbors within the fold the “raven- 
ous wolves” of whom Christ bade us “beware” because they ravage 
and ruin immortal souls. It causes the insidious miasma of “strong 
delusions” to settle down upon human souls, “that they all might be 
damned who believed not the truth.” 2 Thess. 2,10—12. It allows 
free course to “vain babblings,” that “increase unto more ungodli- 
ness” and “eat as doth a canker.” 2 Tim. 2,16 f. 

Unionism causes divisions and offenses. It should be abhorred 


as a pest. 
3. 


a. Our text reads: “I beseech you, brethren.” St. Paul expostu- 
lates with such as are still “brethren.” Beware! The virus of 
unionism works rapidly, with deadly result. You who are “brethren” 
are daily exposed to the fatal contagion. It is in your system. Bear 
in mind that you have the earnest advice of the chief of the apostles 
in our text, an eminently successful church-worker and church- 
organizer. He says: “Mark them. Avoid them.” Moreover, this is 
the inspired Word of God. If you have trifled with it in the past, 
then you need to repent. Sincere contrition for the sin of unionism. 
You need to flee to Christ for pardon. 

b. To safeguard ourselves against the ravages of unionism, we 
are to “mark them,” be interested, watch, keep our eye open, beware! 
We are able to detect heresy, however, only if we have learned the 
doctrines of Holy Writ. The text brings a strong appeal for indoc- 
trination in the Word of God. Importance of doctrine! It is what 
Christ and the apostles constantly taught: Mark1,27; John 7,17; 
Rom. 6,17; Acts 13, 7.12; 17,19; 2 Tim. 3,14; Titus1,9. The doc- 
trines are the eternal truths concerning God, sin, man, eternity, 
redemption, salvation, etc. We must know concerning them: “It is 
written.” “Thus saith the Lord.” This requires Bible study, cate- 
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chetical instruction, Bible classes, doctrinal sermons, good religious 
books, church periodicals. ‘Thorough indoctrination of young and 
old is a splendid preventive and cure for unionism. 

c. “Avoid them.” This does not mean to fellowship with heretics 
with the view of bringing them the light. Neither does this mean to 
persecute, imprison, legislate, but to have no fellowship with them, 
not to pray or worship with them, not to support them morally or 
financially or to tolerate them in our congregation or church-body. 
Titus 3,10; Matt. 18,17; 2 Cor. 6,14 ff.; 1 Tim. 6,3.5; Matt. 7,15 ff.; 
Is. 8, 12.16.20; Jer. 23,28. The Church of the living God is “the 
ground and pillar of the truth,” 1Tim.3,15; and “the true wor- 
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth,” John 4, 23. 

Cleveland, O. H. W. Bartets. 


ROM. 4, 5. 


To any one who is striving to obtain God’s favor by his own 
efforts our text must be positively shocking and offensive, a very 
savor and odor of death, killing all his religious pride and boasting 
and ambition. For look at the declaration in its full boldness: “to 
him that worketh not,” who is not striving to perform works to gain 
life everlasting as a reward, as wages for services rendered, “but 
believeth on Him,” trusts in Him, “that justifieth the ungodly” 
(person), — is it possible that we have heard correctly ?— yes, “be- 
lieveth on Him that justifieth the ungodly” men, “his faith is counted 
for righteousness.” 

Is that really what Christianity teaches? Does this statement 
define the one and only way to heaven? It does indeed. It gives the 
one and only method by which man can be justified in the sight of 
God. It is the plainest and most emphatic statement in the whole 
range of Scripture declaring that man, any man, yea, every man, is 
justified not by his own moral efforts, be they ever so sincere and 
conscientious, but by merely believing in God, who justifies the un- 
godly person, and by this faith alone. 

Let us study this astonishing declaration, which maintains the 
supreme doctrine of the Bible that 


MAN IS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH ALONE. 
We shall consider 


1. What this doctrine presupposes; 2. What it proposes; 
3. What it opposes. 


1. 


“This do, and thou shalt live,” Luke 10, 28, is the Law’s way to 
everlasting life. If we could and would keep the holy Law of God 
perfectly, we would be justified by the thrice holy God, who gave 
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that Law; for we would be absolutely innocent persons. But what 
are the facts in the case? What does our conscience say? Ps. 130,3; 
Rom. 7,18a; Ps. 143, 2. 


a. What is the verdict of the righteous Judge? Deut. 27, 26; Eccl. 
7,20; Gen. 8,21; Rom. 3,10—18. “Therefore by the deeds of the Law 
there shall no flesh,” no one, “be justified in God’s sight; for by the 
Law is the knowledge of sin.” Rom. 3,20. By it every man is shown 
to be “ungodly,” as the text has it; i.e., void of the awe, fear, 
reverence, and obedience due God. Hence there is no possibility of 
a man “working,” laboring, striving to fulfil the demands of God’s 
Law and having everlasting life reckoned to his account as a “reward 
of debt.” Rom. 4,4. Our text presupposes that you are convinced of 
that, for it speaks of “him who worketh not.” 


b. But our text speaks of God’s “justifying the ungodly.” How 
can God do that? How can He declare the guilty to be not guilty ? 
“Who can forgive sins but God only?” Mark2,7. No one, absolutely 
no one, but God. But does God forgive sins? Yes, thanks be unto 
Him, He does. How could He, the Thrice Holy One, forgive our sins, 
not impute them to us, not count them against us? 2 Cor. 5, 19a. 21; 
Eph. 1,7; Rom. 3, 21—25. Christ is the Sinless One. 2 Cor. 5, 21; 
1 Pet. 2,22; 1 John3,5; Heb. 4,15. The Law’s demands have been 
fulfilled perfectly and in their entirety by Christ, and all the effects 
of our sins have been visited upon Him, Is. 53,4.5; Gal. 3,13; Rom. 
8,3, our Vicar, Proxy, Substitute. 


2. 
Having seen what the doctrine of the sinner’s justification pre- 
supposes, let us now consider what it proposes. “To him... that 


believeth on Him,” 7. e., God, “that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for,” reckoned, imputed for, put to the account of, “right- 
eousness.” 


a. Our text proposes that you do not work, do not strive to fulfil 
the Law’s demands in order to earn righteousness, eternal life, as 
a “reward of debt,” —for it is an impossible and useless undertak- 
ing,— but that you believe. Believe what? Trust in whom? In 
Him who justifies the ungodly “freely, by grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ Jesus.” Rom. 3, 24. 28. 


b. Your faith will be counted, imputed unto you, by God for 
righteousness; you will be declared not guilty; you will be declared 
righteous. (The verb to justify occurs 38 times in the New Testa- 
ment.) That is how Abraham, who was a sinner, was justified. Rom. 
4,3; Gen. 15,6. And David, midway between Abraham and Christ, 
describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputed righteous- 
ness without works. Rom. 4, 6—8; Ps. 32,1.2a. The only thing 
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a sinner might say about this proposition is that it is too good to be 
true. But it is true just the same, for it is God that justifies and 
says: Only believe, sinner, and thou shalt live. Rom. 10,4. Serip- 
ture, the Word of God, knows of no third way or method or principle 
by which man can be justified. 


3. 


Such is the wonderful proposition made to the sinner by God 
Himself. This proposition excludes and opposes — 


a. All work-righteousness as the Law demands it. Faith is 
counted for righteousness to him “that worketh not, but believeth 
on Him that justifieth.” These two methods of salvation are con- 
traries, excluding one another. Since Christianity is the only re- 
ligion which teaches this way to righteousness, it opposes all other 
ways invented by man to appease the wrath of God felt by an ac- 
cusing conscience. 


b. It opposes all self-righteousness; for justification is not be- 
cause of, or on account of, faith, but through faith, by faith. No 
true believer ever boasted of his faith in the free grace of God in 
Christ as being a wonderful “achievement,” a meritorious act. And 
while the believer performs good works zealously and earnestly, he 
does not do so in order to merit everlasting life; for then he would 
‘be without that justifying faith, which ever believes in Him who 
justifies the ungodly freely, by grace, for Jesus’ sake. 


c. Shall, then, we continue in sin that grace may abound? God 
forbid! Rom. 6,1. No true believer ever drew such a perverse con- 
clusion from the doctrine of justification by faith alone. The very 
content or object of justifying faith — the shed blood of Christ — is 
opposed to such a wicked idea. While it is true that “where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound,” Rom. 5,20, — there being 
no sinner so vile, so hopeless, that God’s grace in Christ cannot save 
him, — it is also true that no believing sinner ever trusted in Christ 
for justification without from the very moment of his believing in 
Him also choosing Him for his sanctification; for: Ps. 130,4; Rom. 
6, 3—6. (Hymn 311, 6. 7.) 


Conclusion. — No man ever entered into life eternal who rejected 
the truth taught in our text. This truth is the one and only key 
to open the gates of heaven to any sinner. And we are all sinners. 
Let us believe the truth proclaimed in this text; for believing it, we 

_shall have peace with God, the sinners’ supreme blessing in time and 
eternity. Rom. 5, 1. 


Concordia, Mo. O. W. Wismar. 
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Illustrations for the Sermon. 


I am on a swift river and lying in the bottom of my little boat. 
Down yonder, ten miles below, is the great cataract. Every one that 
goes over it perishes. I need not row the boat down. I have only to 
pull in the oars, fold my arms, and neglect. So all that a man has 
to do is to fold his arms in the current of life, neglect his salvation, 
and he will drift onward and be lost. — D. L. Moody. 


Foundations of earthly buildings, be they ever so durable, of the 
best of stone, most carefully laid and cemented or mortared, are 
affected by the inclemencies of the weather and by the gnawings of 
the tooth of age, and finally fall to ruins with the structures on them. 
The foundation of the Church, however, has now stood for thousands 
of years and yet shows no speck of decay, no sign of age and weak- 
ness. — JR., in Homiletic Magazine. 


As we admire a physician when we see those who are laboring 
under incurable diseases released from their maladies and restored to 
perfect health, so, beloved, admire Christ and be astonished that by 
laying His hand on those who are afflicted with incurable maladies 
of the soul, He has power to deliver them from the evils under which 
they groan and make those who have reached the utmost extremity of 
wickedness fit for the kingdom of heaven. — Chrysostom. 

What man on a foreign soil would not haste to return to his 
native land? Who that is speeding on a voyage towards those he 
loves would not long with increased ardor for a favorable breeze that 
he may the sooner embrace his friends? Paradise we regard as our 
native land. Why do we not haste and run that we may be able to 
behold our country, to salute our native land? Let it be our portion 
which we desire soon to be gone to Christ. — Cyprian of Carthage. 

When the Deluge came, there was no difference; Noah’s ark was 
worth more than all the world. The day before it was the world’s 
laughing-stock, and if it had been put up to auction, you could not 
have got anybody to buy it except for firewood. But the Deluge came, 
and then it was worth more than all the world together. And when 
the Day of Judgment comes, Christ will be worth more than all this 
world, more than ten thousand worlds. And if it was a terrible thing 
in the days of Noah to die outside the ark, it will be far more terrible 
for us to go down in our sins to a Christless grave. — D. L. Moody. 


When we have received a wound in the body, if we apply healing 
applications immediately, we speedily recover; if we delay, the sore 
necessarily heals more slowly, or some unsightly scar remains on our 
person. If this is our practise in the case of the body, how much 
more ought it to be so in the case of the wounds of the soul! If we 
expend so much care on the body, which, whether we will or no, 
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must be reduced to dust, how great solicitude and care should we 
bestow on the salvation of the soul, that, as the apostle says, we may 
be worthy to appear before the tribunal of the eternal Judge without 
spot or wrinkle! — Augustine. 


The [invisible] Church is one, though she be expanded into 
a multitude by the increase of her children — as the sun has many 
rays, but one light; as the tree many branches, but one vital power, 
seated in the tenacious root; and as, when many streams flow from 
one source, its bounteous, overflowing abundance gives rise to the 


appearance of a multiplicity of waters diffused abroad, — yet unity . 


is preserved in the source itself. The Church expands her boughs 
over the wide world in the rich results of her exuberance; yet there 
is one Head, one Source, one mother, whose abundance springs from 
her own fruitfulness. — Cyprian of Carthage. 


Just as the painter, immediately after filling his canvas with the 
various figures that make up the picture, produces it and, removing 
its coverings, exhibits it to the gaze of the multitude, no longer 
requiring to explain what he has painted, but allowing the painting 
to explain itself, so also the soul, on its departure from this life, is 
stripped of the veil of the body which covered the tablet within during 
the whole life, while the process of painting it with ideas was going on. 
It shows in’ distinct outline what has been depicted on it, and the 
tablet of the soul, filled with its varied tales, lies uncovered for the 
inspection of the universe. — Basil the Great. 


“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the un- 
godly.” What the foundation is in a house, the keel in a vessel, and 
the heart in the body of an animal, this short introductory sentence 
seems to be in relation to the whole materials of the psalms. For, 
being about to exhort the lovers of religion to the performance of 
much that is full of toil and trouble, as the discourse advances, the 
psalmist first points out the blissful end of all, that, animated by the 
hope of the good laid up in store, we may bear without a murmur the 
difficulties we meet, like travelers on a rugged and toilsome road, 
whose feeling of weariness is lighted when they think of the hoped-for 
inn at their journey’s end. — Basil the Great. 


A sweet sin, harbored in the heart, will prevent a soul from 
laying hold upon Christ by faith. The Lord Jesus has come to save 
us from sinning; and if we are resolved to go on sinning, Christ and 
our souls will never agree. If a man takes poison and a doctor is 
called in to save his life, he may have a sure antidote ready; but if 

the patient persists in keeping the poison-bottle at his lips and will 
continue to swallow the deadly drops, how can the doctor save him? 
Salvation consists largely in parting the sinner from his sin, and the 


very nature of salvation would have to be changed before we could _ 
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speak of a man’s being saved when he is loving sin and wilfully living 
in it. A man cannot be made white and yet continue black; he can- 
not be healed and yet remain sick; neither can any one be saved and 
be still a lover of evil. — C. H. Spurgeon. 


“To-day thou shalt be with me in Paradise.” What sayest Thou? 
The cherubim and the flaming sword guard Paradise, and dost. Thou 
promise admission to the thief there? “Yes,” is His reply, “for I am 
the Lord of the cherubim, and I have power of flame and hell, of life 
and death.” The moment these celestial powers behold their Lord, 
they will withdraw and, as it were, make room for him. Though no 
king would permit a thief or any one of his servants to occupy the 
same seat with him and to ride thus in the city, yet our gracious Lord 
did it. For at His entrance into His holy fatherland He brings in 
along with Him the thief, not dishonoring paradise with the feet of 
the thief, — far be it from Him, —but rather in this way conferring 
honor upon it. For it is the glory of paradise to have such a Lord 
so full of power and love as to be able to make a thief worthy of the 
joys of paradise. — Chrysostom. 


Many nowadays who cannot quite get away from religious 
thought are able to stave off the inconvenient pressure of conscience 
by quibbling over the great truths of revelation. Great mysteries 
are in the Book of God of necessity; for how can the infinite God 
so speak that all His thoughts can be grasped by finite man? But 
it is the height of folly to get discussing these deep things and to 
leave plain, soul-saving truths in abeyance. It reminds one of the 
two philosophers who debated about food and went away empty from 
the table, while the common countryman in the corner asked no 
question, but used his knife and fork with great diligence and went 
-on his way rejoicing. Thousands are now happy in the Lord through 
receiving the Gospel like little children, while others, who can always 
‘see difficulties or invent them are as far off as ever from any com- 
fortable hope of salvation. — 0. H. Spurgeon. 


In a large gathering, once upon a time, there was also an insane 
person present, who, while everybody was intently listening to the 
‚speaker, suddenly jumped up, grasped with all his power one of the | 
pillars of the large hall, and yelled at the top of his voice: “I’ll tear — 
the house down! I'll tear the house down!” The assembly, perfectly 
taken by surprise, was about to resolve itself into a panic, when 
a man with a powerful voice called out: “Let him try it! Let him 
try it!” Quiet was restored at once. And, my friends, let them try 
it, the infidels, the scientists, the professors and doctors of divinity 
so called. Let them try to prove their wild assertions concerning the 
foundation of the Christian Church. They cannot. Much learning 
makes them mad. “He that sitteth in the heavens laughs at them, 
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the Lord has them in derision.” We can rest assured that the foun- 
dation of the Church will also stand in future, until time is no 
more. — JR., in Homiletic Magazine. 

Wie ein Schiff, wenn es Waffer gefchöpft hat, fich in das Meer 
gänzlich verfentt, fo verfenkt fich der Menjch gang und gar in Chriftum, 
wenn er Wajfer des Lebens gejchöpft hat aus Chrifti Gnadenfülle. 

(C. 5.8. Walther.) 


Wie ein natürliches Kind, das nicht zum Wachstum gepflegt wird, 
fterben muß, wenn man e3 auch nicht mutiwillig tötet, fo hort aud ein 
Ehrift bald auf, ein Kind Gottes zu fein, wenn die neue, heilige, in 
ihm gefchaffene Natur nicht in ihrem tagliden Wachstum befördert 
wird. (E. 3.8. Walther.) 

Sagt felbft, meine Brüder, mas würdet ihr von einem Menjchen 
fagen, der in einer Hütte bon Stroh fchliefe und, während man fid 
bereit3 mit brennenden Fadeln ihr näherte und ihm zuriefe: „Stehe 
eilends auf und entrinnel” ruhig fortfchlafen mollte, bis feine Hütte 
wirklich in Flammen ftehen würde? Ahr würdet einen jolden Men- 
fen für einen Wahnfinnigen erflaren. Was ware e3 daher anderes 
al3 Wahnfinn und Naferei des Herzens, jest bom Sündenfhlafe nicht 
aufitehen gu wollen, da bereits die Flammen de3 göttlihen Zornes ich 
dem Strohhaus der Welt nahen und Himmel und Erde und alle Krea= 
turen wie mit Donnerftimme rufen: „Die Stunde ijt da, aufzuftehen 
bom Schlafl"? (EC. 3. W. Walther.) 
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Concordia Edition of the Bobbs-Merrill Readers. Third and Fourth 
Readers. By Baker and Baker. Revised and adapted by A. C. Stell- 
horn. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price: Third 
Reader, 72 ets.; Fourth Reader, 80 cts. 


These two Readers, intended for the third and fourth grades, respec- 
tively, have been prepared for our Christian day-schools, according to 
a resolution of Synod assembled in Fort Wayne in 1923, by Mr. A. C. Stell- 
horn, Executive Secretary of Synod’s General School Board, and Profes- 
sors F. H. Schmitt and Alb. F. Schmieding of Concordia Teachers’ College, 
River Forest, who constituted a committee appointed by the General School 
Board. With the permission of the original publishers, the Bobbs-Merrill 
Company, eliminations have been made which give the revised Concordia 
Edition 25 per cent. of distinctively Christian reading-matter, which is 
more than is contained in any series previously published in our midst. 
We are told that eminent authorities on reading consider the Bobbs-Merrill 
Readers the very best on the market to-day. Concordia Publishing House 
alone can fill orders for its own edition. It offers these Readers at the 
same retail price which the original publishers ask for them, allows spe- 
__cial wholesale prices, and is willing to send, upon request, a booklet out- 
lining the merits of these Readers. Similar text-books for the remaining 
grades will be on the market during the course of this school-year. Synod’s 
aim to procure, for our own schools, more satisfactory Readers than are 
in use in them to-day has been met in these books, as already a casual 
inspection of their outstanding features will convince the critic. B. 
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Das Fundament des chriftlichen Glauben! Urjpriinglic) in „Lehre und 
Wehre, Jahrgang 71, erfchienen. Von D.F. Pieper. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 48 Seiten 6X9. Preis: 20 Cts. 


Sn den vergangenen Wochen und Monaten ift viel über und wider den 
Modernismus geredet und gejchrieben worden. Das hat allerdings feine Urfache 
und Berehtigung. Der Modernismus und fein Bwillingsbruder, der Unitaris- 
mus, find aber im Iekten Grunde doch nur fonjequente Auswüchfe des Papismus 
und Calvinigmus, die in ihrer offiziellen Doftrin gegen das Fundament des 
Hriftlichen Glaubens gröblich verftoßen, und deren Glieder darum nicht Duck, 
fondern troß ihrer antibiblifchen Lehren jelig werden, weil fie nämlich als echte 
dundamentaliften ihren Glauben auf das alleinfeligmachende Wort von der freien 
Gnade Gottes in Chrifto gründen. Jn unferm Zeugnis gegen den Modernismus 
wollen wir ja nicht außer acht laffen, daß das Papfttum und der Calvinismus 
Heute noch in ihrem alten Gewande einhergehen. Das legt D. Pieper in feiner 
uns befannten flaren und überzeugenden Weife in vorliegender Schrift dar. 
Mögen recht viele durch das Studium derfelben fich wappnen gegen obige Ge- 
fahren, die, bet aller Prominenz des Modernismus, uns ebenfowohl drohen! 

5; 


Synodalberidt des Siid-Wisconfin-Diftrifts der Miffourijynode. 1925. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Preis: 60 Ct8. 


Prof. P. F. Mohneke trug ein Referat, das im Auszug dem Synodalbericht 
auch englifch beigefügt ift, vor über das Thema: „Der Knecht des HErrn nad) 
Sefaias.“ Die Yejaiasworte, die in belehrender und darum in jehr erbaulicher 
Weife behandelt werden, find Kap. 42, 1—9; 49, 1—13; 50, 4—9; 52, 13—53, 12. 
Der Bericht über das Schulwesen des Diftrifts beweift, dak mit forgjamem Fleiß 
für die Schule gearbeitet wird. DB. 


Proceedings of the Ninth Convention of the English District of the 
Missouri Synod. 1925. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 50 ets. 

The doctrinal paper, presented by Rev. E. H. Paar, is of great practical 
interest, treating the theme: “The Relation of a Congregation to Synod.” 
Congregations not as yet affiliated with Synod should be made acquainted 
with its contents, to be convinced that synodical membership redounds to 
the benefit of the individual congregation and can never, within the bounds 
of the Missouri Synod, as long as it adheres by the grace of God to the 
principles laid down in its constitution, result in hierarchical domination. 
A better attendance of lay delegates representing their congregations at 
synodical sessions will follow without fail if the contents of the essay are 
brought to the attention of the congregations. 


The Reformation and Its Blessed Fruits. By M. L. Gotsch. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 5 cts.; dozen, 30 cts. 


The story of the most important period of the Church since the days 
of the apostles is here treated catechetically to suit the ability of upper- 
grade pupils of primary schools. Lutheran youths should be made ac- 
quainted with Lutheran history. B. 


Am Verlag von Johannes Herrmann, Zwidau, Sadjen, if 
erjchienen: 


1. Katharina von Bora. Martin Luthers Frau. Cin Lebens- und Charakter: 
bild von Prof. D. Dr. Ernft Krofer, Direftor der Leipziger Stadt- 
bibliothet i.R. Zweite Auflage. Halbletnenband. Preis: $1.20. Bu 
beziehen vom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Ein ganz prächtiges Buch! Hier wird un& „Herr Käthe“ jehr frifch und an- 
ichaulich gefchildert. Was noch wichtiger ift, auch ihren Gatten lernen wir hier 
beffer fennen und verftehen, indem viele Einzelheiten feines bewegten Lebens, die 
in manden populären Lutherbiographien als minder wichtig iibergangen find, 
hier befchrieben werden. Das Kapitel über Luthers Freunde und Gaftfreunde 
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ift allein mehr wert, als das ganze Buch foftet. Die großen Wahrheitszeugen 
jenes heroifchen Gefchlechts neben Luther, nämlih Melandthon, Bugenhagen, 
Suftus Jonas und andere, die weniger betannt find, werden uns in diefem Ab- 
{dhnitt vorgeführt. Was der gelehrte Verfaffer fehreibt, beruht alles auf gritnd- 
licher Erforfchung der Duellen. Das Buch erinnert lebhaft daran, daß Luther 
durch feine bor vierhundert Jahren eingegangene Che gewifjermaßen der Stifter: 
des evangelijchen Piarrhaufes getoorden ift. Gerade in unjern Pfarrhäufern. 
wird man diefes Werk auch mit befonderem Bntereffe lefen und würdigen. Neun 
intereffante Bilder find beigegeben. U. 


2. Ev.-2uth. Hausfrennd-Salender 1926. 42. Jahrgang. Herausgegeben von 
Martin Willfomm. Preis: 20 Cts. Zu beziehen vom Concordia. 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Diejer Kalender tritt feinen Vorgängern würdig an die Seite. Erzählungen, 
Gedichte, Betrachtungen, erbauliche, Iehrreiche Auffäge, alle auf Gottes Wort 
fußend, mwechjeln hier in angenehmer Weife. Das Werk fet herzlich 


3. Das Zeichen des Jungfrauenjohnes. es Weihnahtspredigten bon a Z 
Hannes Hudhthaufen. Preis: 35 Pf. 
one {dhone, gehaltvolle Predigten, die eine über Xej. 7, 14, die über: 
3e1.07,.10—17. 5 


4. Uht Weihnadtsfarten (auch als Poftfarten zu haben) von Olga Burd= 
bardt Preis: 75 Pf. 
Diefe Karten find ganz anders, alS wir fie gewohnt find. Ich bezweifle nicht, 
daß man fich vielerort3 darüber freuen wird. U. 


The Doctrine of Modernism. Its Beliefs and Misbeliefs Weighed and! 
Analyzed. By Leander 8. Keyser. The Lutheran Literary Board, 
Burlington, Iowa. Price, 40 cts. 


Here we have a book which is really worth while. Dr. Keyser has. 
achieved an enviable reputation as a writer in the field of apologetics; 
when arguments against unbelievers are called for, he can be depended 
upon to furnish some telling ones. In this little volume he discusses the: 
views and critical methods of Fosdick, Moffatt (translation of the Old 
Testament), Shailer Mathews, the editor of the Christian Century, Charles 
R. Brown, and Henry Van Dyke. I am especially glad to see that Fosdick’s. 
recent book, The Modern Use of the Bible, is here subjected to a careful 
criticism. The reader is shown that much of the vaunted wisdom of the: 
Modernists rests on shallow and faulty thinking. May Dr. Keyser’s work 
be given the hearty reception it deserves! A. 


The History and Literature of the New Testament. By Henry 
Thatcher Fowler, Ph. D. Macmillan Co., New York. Price, $2.50. 


If a minister is looking for a book on the New Testament in which 
the views of the present-day “higher critics” of the more moderate type 
are placed before him in a popular, but sufficiently full presentation, the: 
work under consideration will serve his purpose admirably. The author 
is Professor of Biblical Literature and History in Brown University and 
evidently has read diligently and widely the recent publications dealing 
with New Testament questions. The orthodox scholar frequently has to 
dissent from the opinions expressed, but he will be grateful for being made: 
acquainted here with modern critical thought. One glaring, unpardonable 
error came to my notice, namely, the statement on page 311 that in the 


writings of St. Paul there is not even an allusion to the Davidie descent. 


of Christ. That is an amazing assertion! Is the author ignorant of 
Rom.1,3? He holds the Epistle to the Romans to be an authentic piece 
of Pauline writing, and, still he says Paul does not mention the Davidie 
descent of Jesus! What of the much-lauded scholarship of the reer 
critics” in the light of such performances? 


Kamer 


